SecoOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT / A

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
He judges the poor with justice.

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a
scion thrusts from his roots: on him the spirit
of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom and
insight, a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit
of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. (The
fear of the Lord is his breath.) He does not
judge by appearances, he gives no verdict on
hearsay, but judges the wretched with integrity,

and with equity gives a verdict for the poor
of the land.

His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless; his
sentences bring death to the wicked. Integrity
is the loincloth round his waist, faithfulness the
belt about his hips.

The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther
lies down with the kid, calf and lion cub feed
together with a little boy to lead them. The
cow and the bear make friends, their young lie
down together. The lion eats straw like the ox.
The infant plays over the cobra’s hole; into the
viper’s lair the young child puts his hand. They
do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge of
the Lord as the waters swell the sea.

That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as signal
to the peoples. It will be sought out by the
nations and its home will be glorious.

The word of the Lord.

Isa 11:1-10

RESP PS 72 A 1003 1P Rl v

R. Justice shall flourish in his time,
and fullness of peace for ever.

1. O God, give your judgement to the king, /
to a king’s son your justice, / that he may
judge your people in justice / and your poor in
right judgement. R.

2. In his days justice shall flourish / and
peace till the moon fails. / He shall rule from
sea to sea, / from the Great River to earth’s
bounds. R.

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry /
and the needy who are helpless. / He will have

pity on the weak / and save the lives of the
poor. R.

4. May his name be blessed for ever / and
endure like the sun. / Every tribe shall be
blessed in him, / all nations bless his name. R.

SECOND READING Rom 15:4-9
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans
Christ, the hope of all people.
Everything that was written long ago in the
scriptures was meant to teach us something
about hope from the examples scripture gives of
how people who did not give up were helped by
God. And may he who helps us when we refuse
to give up, help you all to be tolerant with each
other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so
that united in mind and voice you may give glory
to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you
to treat each other in the same friendly way as
Christ treated you. The reason Christ became
the servant of circumcised Jews was not only
so that God could faithfully carry out the
promises made to the patriarchs, it was also
to get the pagans to give glory to God for his
mercy, as scripture says in one place: For this
[ shall praise you among the pagans and sing
your name.

The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lk 3:4, 6
Alleluia, alleluial! / Prepare the way of the
Lord, make straight his paths: all people
shall see the salvation of God. / Alleluia!
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Merredin celebrations during the week: Sat. Holy Half Hour-Rosary
Monday: 8.00am Mass 6:00 to 6:30 pm

$.00am Mass

5.30 pm School Graduation Mass

Tt 9.00 am Mass Reconciliation : 6pm Saturday
Friday: 9.00 am Mass

Saturday: 6.30pm

Sunday: 10.30am

Keile;éérrin: Sunday 8:00 am Mass
**Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick available on request**
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Friday at St Mary’s Church, Merredin from 2.30pm to 3.30pm.

CHurRcH ROSTER: 6/7 DECEMBER 2025 13/14 DECEMBER 2025
Saturday 6.30pm Sunday 10.30 am Saturday 6:30pm Sunday 10:30 am

Readers: H. Giles L. Jefferies C. Meagher P. Jackson

Collection:

Offertory: Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers

Church Cleaners: Busy Bee

Sacristy H Giles L. Discenza

Altar Servers: C. Joseph Volunteers C. Joseph Volunteers

Special Ministers: T. Cutri; T. Glass, Y. Gray; P. Jackson; J. Jefferys; L. Jefferys; D. Pettit; P. Riethmuller.
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WSy 2025 Community Carols
LD SUNDAY, 7 DECEMBER at 7.30pm
BYO chair and picnic rug to the town centre.
Sausage sizzle from 6pm-7.30pm

ER in € RIST!




REcoNCILIATION: Saturday 6:00pm - 6:20 pm
or on request prior to Sunday mass

Saturday - 6:00pm Angelus then the Rosary
PARISH NOTICES

Feast days for the week

Mon 8 The Feast of the Immaculate Conception

Tue 9 St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

Wed 10  Our Lady of Loreto, St Melchiades, St John Roberts,
St Edmund Gennings, St Eustace White, St Polydore Plasden,
St Swithin Wells

Thu 11 Pope St Damasus I, St Maria Maravillas of Jesus

Fri 12  Our Lady of Guadalupe, St Finian Clonard

~Sat 13 Stiucy

Second Sunday of Advent - Peace Candle
On the Second Sunday of Advent, a second purple candle is lit. The second Advent Candle
represents peace and is commonly known as the “Bethlehem Candle.” The candle embodies the
tranquil anticipation of the Prince of Peace, whose birth was foretold in the town of Bethlehem. As it is
lit on the second Sunday of Advent, it serves as a gentle reminder of the profound peace that Jesus
brings to the hearts of believers, fostering a sense of serenity amidst the busyness of the season.

Readers, Cleaners and Sacristy Roster

. : Would you like to be added to our wonderful list of volunteers for any of these
roles in our St Mary's community?

8 B8 The new Roster for 2026 is going to print shortly - please contact Heather on
0429 441 020 with your preference for Saturday night Mass or Sunday morning
@ Reading or if you have a particular month you would like to clean the Church or
undertake the Sacristy duties. If you are happy with the status quo - thank you
we will roster you as we have for 2025.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Saturday 20th December from 11.00am-12noon
in additional to the normal times or when needed.

Christmas Mass times

24 Dec  Christmas Eve Merredin 6.30pm
25 Dec  Christmas Day Kellerberrin 8.00am
25 Dec  Christmas Day Merredin 10.30am

Please invite your family, neighbours and friends to our Christmas celebrations. Help them to know the
joy of our Saviours birth and all that means for the world. We invite all children to dress as angels,
shepherds and kings.

COLUMBAN CALENDARS are on sale in the foyer at $11 each.

CHRISTMAS HAMPER DONATIONS
We invite all parishioners, family, friends, neighbours and community members |
to donate to the Christmas Hampers this year. This year the Church of Christ
are responsible for the co-ordination of this event on behalf of the Merredin
Churches’ Fraternal. Suggested items include: canned food (eg Ham/meat, R i
vegetables, fruit), lollies, biscuits, fruit mince pies, fruit cake, Christmas (and other puddings) UHT
milk, long life custard, long life fruit juice, cool drinks and cordial. Packets/tins may include jelly, tea,
coffee, milo, pasta, sauces etc. Other food stuffs are welcome.
Food items must be non perishable and in code and can be left be left in the foyer of the Church.
Monetary donations are welcome.

Again, thank you for your generous support of the needy in our community this Christmas.

Packing of hampers will begin at 9.00am on Wednesday 10 December at the Church of Christ,
17 Throssell Road. Your help will be greatly appreciated.



GOSPEL Mt 3:1-12
A reading from the holy Gospel according to

Matthew.
The
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In due course John the Baptxst appeared he
preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this
was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is close at hand.” This was the man the
prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said:

A voice cries in the wilderness:

Prepare a way for the Lord,

make his paths straight.
This man John wore a garment made of camel-
hair with a leather belt round his waist, and
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then
Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan
district made their way to him, and as they
were baptised by him in the river Jordan
they confessed their sins. But when he saw a
number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who
warned you to fly from the retribution that is
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the
appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell
yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,”
because, I tell you, God can raise children for
Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe
is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree
which fails to produce good fruit will be cut
down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in
water for repentance, but the one who follows
me is more powerful than [ am, and I am not
fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is
in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and
gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he
will burn in a fire that will never go out.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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CHANGE ONF’S THINKING
Today, John the Baptist arrives to assist us in
our Advent preparation. Matthew presents
him as a figure from Israel’s wilderness. From

- this setting John invites Matthew’s audience,

and us, to repentance. There are three things
about the Gospel's opening verses that are
important to note. First, the ‘wilderness’ was
a place of nothingness. Israel encountered
God in its forty year’s desert wanderings.
Often our own lives are filled with desert
wanderings and nothingness. We sometimes
feel the loneliness of our lives and perhaps,
at times, directionless. Contemplating our
personal wilderness can be a fruitful place to
begin our Advent preparation.

Second, from the wilderness comes the call
to repentance. John says, ‘Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” This is
a powerful message. The word, ‘repent’ comes
from the Greek, ‘metanoia’, a combination
of two Greek words, ‘meta’ + noia’. ‘Meta’
is the basic root word in English linked to
‘change’  (metamorphosis,  metabolism).
‘Noia’ is the root for the English ‘knowledge’.
In other words, John's first call to ‘repent’
literally means (from the Greek) to ‘change
one’s thinking’, to be open minded and not
hard hearted. It is a challenging call to us as
we enter into this new time of the year.

Third, John reminds us to be aware that ‘the
kingdom of heaven has come near’. It is not
distant but close and present; it is among us,
a repetitive theme throughout the Gospel,
flagged in two Sunday’s time, in the birth of
the child called ‘Emmanuel’, ‘God with us’.
We need today, more than ever, this God to
be with us.

Fr Michael Trainor



